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surfac-tant ^ 

0 

Pronunciation Key (s^r-fak't^nt, sur'fak'-) 
n. 

1. A surface-active substance. 

2. A substance composed of lipoprotein that is secreted by the 
alveolar cells of the lung and serves to maintain the stability of 
pulmonary tissue by reducing the surface tension of fluids that 
coat the lung. 
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A substance that reduces the surface tension of a liquid, causing 

the liquid to spread across or penetrate more easily the surface of 9.3% .satisfaction 
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n : a substance capable of reducing the surface tension of a liquid in 
which it is dissolved [syn: wetting agent , surface-active agent ] 
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